Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.111; data-to-parameter ratio = 6.9.
For the crystal structures of similar steroids and terpene analogues and other related structures, see: Coiro et al. (1982) ; Geise et al. (1966) . For the isolation of the title compound from other plants, see: Francis et al. (2004) ; Hung et al. (1995) ; Zhu et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Francis et al., 2004; Hung et al., 1995) . Commiphora wightii (Arnott.), a medicinal plant native to parts of Pakistan and India (Zhu et al., 2001) , also yields this compound. The triterpene, C 23 H 32 O 4 , features four trans fused-rings A-D. Rings B and C exist in a chair conformation whereas ring A adopts a half-chair conformation and ring D an envelope conformation. There are two independent molecules that have similar bond dimensions ( Figs. 1 & 2) . The stereochemistry is that established in others steroids and terpenes (Coiro et al., 1982; Geise et al., 1966) .
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Experimental
Gum resin samples of Commiphora wightii were collected from different locations of Pakistan and India, and were deposited at the National Center for Natural Products Research, University of Mississippi. Gum resin (1.5 kg) was extracted with ethyl acetate (5.0 L × 72 h) at room temperature; the extract was evaporated to a brown gummy material (250 g). This was subjected to silica-gel column-chromatography and eluted with hexane/ethyl acetate
and acetone (2 L) to yield 24 fractions. The seventeenth fraction was subjected to vapor-liquid chromatography on silica followed by elution with methanol/water [3:2 (1.5 L), 13:7 (1.5 L), 7:3 (1 L), 4:1 (2 L), 9:1 (3 L) and 1:0 (1 L)] and acetone (1 L)] to give 19 fractions. 20(S)-acetyloxy-4-pregnene-3,16-dione (10 mg) was obtained from the sixth fraction and purified by recrystallization from methanol to furnish colorless crystals.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.93 to 0.98 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2-1.5U(C). 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
